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New Bedford School District 

Grade 4 Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts 

Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

RL 4.1. Refer to details 
and examples in a text 
when explaining what 
the text says explicitly 
and when drawing 
inferences from the 
text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth grade students 
should refer to the text 
when drawing conclusions as 
well as when answering 
directly stated questions.  
 
The central message or 
lesson is now referred to as 
theme (a unifying idea that 
is a recurrent element in 
literary or artistic work).  
Students are continuing to 
determine a theme and 
expanding this work to other 
genres.  They are required to 
refer to the text to describe 
various story elements. 
 
 
 
 

1. Refer to the 
text to make 
logical 
inferences 
from it. 
 
2. Why is it 
important to 
engage in the 
text and make 
these 
connections? 
 

1. What is an 
inference? 
How do you 
support your 
inference? 
 
2. Why is it 
important to 
engage in the 
text and make 
these 
connections? 
 

Details 
Examples  
Text 
Inferences 

Refer 
Explaining 
Drawing 

Inference 
Support Ideas 

1. Graphic 
Organizers 
GO: 25 
List “Details” 
and “Examples” 
to provide clear 
evidence for 
student 
inferences. 
2. Journal 
Responses 
focused on 
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and the 
Essential 
Questions. 
3. Readers and 
Writers 
Notebook: 
Strategy 
Response Log; 
p.8. 
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

RL.4.2. Determine a 
theme of a story, 
drama, or poem from 
details in the text; 
summarize the text. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to 
identify and answer: 
  
What is the theme of this 
text? 
 
Summarize the story from 
beginning to end in a few 
sentences. 
 
Can you tell me how the 
character is feeling in this 
part of the story?  
 
Explain why the character is 
feeling this way. 
 
Explain how the theme is 
essential to the summary. 

1. Use the text 
to distinguish 
the message 
(or moral) of a 
story, drama or 
poem. 
 
2. Use the 
message, 
details, and 
basic signal 
words to 
summarize the 
text. 

1. What are the 
characters’ 
motives in the 
story? How do 
their motives 
influence the 
theme of the 
story? 
 
2. How is the 
theme relevant 
today? 
 
 

Theme 
Story 
Drama 
Poem 
Details 
Text 

Determine 
Summarize 
Sequence 

Theme 
Supporting 
Details 
Summarize 
Paraphrase 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: 8: Story 
Sequence A 
GO: 9: Story 
Sequence B 
GO: 9: Story 
Sequence C. 
GO: 17: Main 
Idea. 
2. Response 
Journals 
focused on 
“Integration of 
Knowledge 
and Skills,” 
and Essential 
Questions. 
3. Readers and 
Writers 
Notebook; 
Strategy 
Response 
Journals, p. 17, 
p. 24, Writing 
Plans pgs. 45, 

56, and 73. 
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Key Ideas and Details 

RL 4.3. Describe in 
depth a character, 
setting, or event in a 
story or drama, 
drawing on specific 
details in the text 
(e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or 
actions). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Students should be able to 
answer and use questions 
and prompts such as: 
 
Can you tell me the reasons 
why the character said …in 
the story?  
Show me where you linked 
your thinking to the text. 
 
What are the most 
important events that 
happened in the story? 
 
How do you know? 

1. Analyzing 
the characters, 
setting, and 
events gives 
relevance to 
the story. 
 
2. Evaluating 
the specific 
details of the 
story helps me 
identify the 
story elements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What are 
the story 
elements? 
How do the 
setting and 
events of the 
story influence 
the characters’ 
thoughts, 
feelings, and 
actions? 
2. Do you 
agree with the 
way the 
characters are 
thinking in this 
story?  How is 
your thinking 
different to the 
characters? 

Character 
Setting 
Event 
Story 
Drama 
Details 
Text 
Thoughts 
Words 
Actions 
Relevance 

Describe 
Draw 

Character’s 
motives 
 
Story Elements 
 
Supporting Details 
 
Characterization 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: 11: Story 
Elements;  
GO: 26: Three-
Column Chart; 
three column 
chart to 
explore story 
elements. 
2. Response 
Journals 
focused on 
 “Integration 
of knowledge 
and Skills,” 
and Essential 
Questions. 
3. Reader’s 
and Writer’s 
Notebook: 
Response 
Journal 7: 
Characteristic
s of realistic 
fiction; 
Response 
Journal 10: 
Defining 
characters. 
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Craft and Structure 

RL 4.4.  Determine 
the meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in a text, 
including those that 
allude to significant 
characters found in 
mythology (e.g., 
Herculean). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Students will continue to 
tell the meaning of words 
and phrases in a text and 
focus specifically on 
mythological characters. 
 
Students must tell the 
differences between 
poems, drama, and prose 
using structural elements 
to create an oral or written 
response to a text. 
 
Students will find the 
similarities and differences 
in the narration between a 
story written in first person 
and a story written in third 
person point of view. 
Use questions and prompts 
such as: 
What do you do when you 
come to words or phrases 
you do not know? (use 
context) 
 

1. Determining 
the meaning of 
words and 
phrases helps 
justify the 
significance of 
the symbolism 
used. 
 
2. Discovering 
symbolism in 
text helps 
distinguish 
literal and 
nonliteral 
language.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. What is a 
myth? 
 
What is 
symbolism? 
 
How is 
symbolism 
used in 
mythology? 
 
2. Why would 
an author use 
symbolism? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meanings  
Words 
Phrases 
Text 
Characters 
Mythology 
Herculean 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Determine 
Allude 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Myths 
Mythology 
Symbolism 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Reader’s 
and Writer’s 
Notebook: 
Strategy 
Response 
Log: pg. 19 
Writing: 
Myth: Pg. 
201 
2. Response 
Journals 
focused on: 
“Integration 
of Knowledge 
and Skills,” 
and Essential 
Questions. 
Example: 
Students will 
write about 
the meaning 
of words and 
phrases in a 
text and 
focus 
specifically 
on 
mythological 
characters. 
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Craft and Structure 

RL 4.5. Explain major 
differences between 
poems, drama, and 
prose, and refer to 
the structural 
elements of poems 
(e.g., verse, rhythm, 
meter) and drama 
(e.g., casts of 
characters, settings, 
descriptions, 
dialogue, stage 
directions) when 
writing or speaking 
about a text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will be able to 
identify and answer the 
following questions: 
 
Can you tell me what is 
different about these kinds 
of texts? 
 
What is the same? 
 
  
 
 

1. 
Differentiating 
the structural 
elements of 
poems, drama, 
and prose. 
Supports 
clarity in 
speaking and 
writing about 
the text. 
2. Interpreting 
the voice for a 
specific 
structural 
element 
enhances 
comprehension 
of the text. 
 
 
 

1. What are 
the structural 
elements of a 
poem? 
What are 
structural 
elements of 
drama? 
2. How is your 
outer voice 
different from 
your inner 
voice? 
3. Why is voice 
important 
when speaking 
and writing? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Differences 
Poems 
Drama 
Pose 
Elements 
Verse 
Rhythm 
Meter 
Drama 
Casts 
Characters 
Settings 
Descriptions 
Dialogue 
Directions 
Text 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explain 
Refer 
Writing 
Speaking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prose 
Types of Poetry 
Poetic Styles 
Structural 
Elements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: 25: T-
Chart: Listing 
Structural 
Elements of a 
Poem and 
Drama. 
GO: 26:Three-
Column Chart:  
List 
differences 
between: 
Poems, 
Drama, and 
Prose. 
2. Response 
Journals 
focused on: 
“Integration 
of Knowledge 
and Skills,” 
and Essential 
Questions. 
Students will 
write about 
the 
differences 
between 
poetry, prose, 
and drama. 
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Craft and Structure 

RL. 4.6. Compare and 
contrast the points of 
view from which 
different stories are 
narrated, including 
the difference 
between first-and 
third-person 
narrations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students in fourth grade 
will be able to identify and 
answer the following 
questions: 
 
Think about what you read.  
Who is telling the story? 
 
Think about what you read.  
Do you agree with the way 
the characters are thinking 
in this story? 
 
Do you agree with the way 
the narrator is thinking in 
this story? 
 
How is your thinking the 
same or different? 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Discover the 
similarities and 
differences in 
the narration 
between a 
story written in 
first person 
and a story 
written in third 
person point of 
view. 

1. Can you 
explain the 
differences in 
points of view 
between a 
story written 
in first person 
and third 
person point of 
view? 
 
 
 

Points of View 
Stories 
Difference 
Narrations 

Compare 
Contrast 
Narrate 

Compare/Contrast 
Points of View 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Graphic 

Organizers: 
GO:12 
Question  the 
Author;  
GO: 19: 
Compare and 
Contrast. 
2. Reader’s 
and Writer’s 
Notebook: 
Strategy 
Response Log: 
pgs. 25 & 201. 
3. Response 
Journals 
focused on: 
“Integration of 
Knowledge 
and Skills,” 
and Essential 
Questions. 
Example: 
Students will 
write about 
similarities and 
differences in 
the story 
written in first 
and third 
person point 

of view. 
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Integration of Ideas and Knowledge 

RL. 4.7. Make 
connections between 
the text of a story or 
drama and a visual or 
oral presentation of 
the text, identifying 
where each version 
reflects specific 
descriptions and 
directions in the text. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students at this level must 
link the reading of the text in 
a story to listening or 
viewing the same story. 
They will make connections 
by comparing what they 
read to what they visualized 
and heard. 
 
. Use questions and prompts 
such as: 

 What is the same 
about how the story 
is presented visually 
(illustrations) and in 
writing? 

 What is different? 
 
 
 
 

1. Combine and 
blend the 
reading of the 
text in a story 
to listening or 
viewing the 
same story. 
 
2. Connect by 
comparing 
what is read to 
what is 
visualized and 
heard. 

1. What is the 
same about 
how the story 
is presented 
visually 
(illustrations) 
and in writing? 
What is 
different? 
 
2. What 
happened to 
the characters 
that is the 
same? 
What 
happened that 
is different? 
 
3. How did 
characters 
solve problems 
in different 
ways across 
texts? 

Connections  
Text 
Story 
Drama 
Presentation 
Version 
Descriptions 
Directions 

Make 
Identify 
Reflects 

Text 
Description 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: 18: Venn 
Diagram 
GO: 19: 
Compare and 
Contrast. 
2. Reader’s 
and Writer’s 
Notebook: 
Strategy 
Response Log: 
Pg. 28. 
3. Response 
Journals 
focused on: 
“Integration 
of Knowledge 
and Skills,” 
and Essential 
Questions. 
Examples: 
Explain the 
similarities 
and 
differences 
between the 
story 
presented 
visually and in 
writing?  
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Integration of Ideas and Knowledge 

R.L. 4.8., M.A. 4.8. 
Locate and analyze 
examples of similes 
and metaphors in 
stories, poems, 
folktales, and plays, 
and explain how these 
literary devices enrich 
the text. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will learn how the 
use of similes and 
metaphors enrich the text 
read.   
 
Students will be able to 
identify similes and 
metaphors used in text and 
explain how these literary 
devices enrich the text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read several 
stories 
containing 
metaphors and 
similes to 
obtain a broad 
range of how 
these literary 
devices are 
used in 
literature. 
 
Analyze the 
text and 
provide specific 
examples of 
metaphors and 
similes. 

The student 
will explain: 
 
1. Why are 
similes and 
metaphors 
used in text? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Similes 
Metaphors 

Identify 
Explain 

Locate 
Analyze 
Literary 
Devices 
Enrich 

1. Reader’s 
and Writer’s 
Notebook: 
Strategy 
Response 
Log: 
Pg.  
2. Response 
Journals 
focused on: 
“Integration 
of 
Knowledge 
and Skills,” 
and Essential 
Questions. 
Examples: 
 
1. Why are 
similes and 
metaphors 
used in text? 
 
2. Why did 
the author 
choose 
them? 
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

R.L. 4.9. Compare and 
contrast the 
treatment of similar 
themes and topics 
(e.g., opposition of 
good and evil) and 
patterns of events 
(e.g., the quest) in 
stories, myths, and 
traditional literature 
from different 
cultures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will find 
similarities and differences 
in themes, topics, and 
patterns of events among 
culturally diverse stories, 
myths, and traditional 
literature. 
 
•What happened to the 
characters that is the same? 
•What happened that is 
different? 

1. Discover 
similarities and 
differences in 
themes, topics, 
and patterns of 
events among 
culturally 
diverse stories, 
myths, and 
traditional 
literature. 

1. How are the 
plots the same 
or different 
across texts? 

Treatment 
Themes 
Topics 
Opposition 
Good 
Evil 
Patterns 
Events 
Quest 
Story 
Myth 
Literature 
Cultures 

Compare 
Contrast 

Compare/Contrast 
Theme 
Myths 

1. Graphic 
Organizers: 
GO: 14: Story 
Comparison;  
GO: 19: 
Compare and 
Contrast; 
GO 25: T-Chart 
for comparison. 
2. Response 
Journals 
focused on: 
“Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Skills,” and 
Essential 
Questions. 
Example: 
Students will 
write about the 
similarities and   
differences in 
themes, topics, 
and patterns of 
events among 
culturally 
diverse stories, 
myths, and 
traditional 
literature.  
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Common Core State 
Standards 

For English Language 
Arts 

Integration of Knowledge 
And Skills. 
 
Unpacking the Standard 

Big Idea(s) Essential  
Question(s) 

Core Content 
 

Skill 
 

Terms 
(building 
academic 

vocabulary) 

Formative 
Classroom 

Assessments 

Reading Standards for Literature 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

R.L. 4.10. By the end 
of the year, read and 
comprehend 
literature, including 
stories, dramas, and 
poetry, in the 4-5 text 
complexity band 
proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the 
range. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth grade students are 
capable of reading and 
understanding a variety of 
literature in the 4-5 text 
complexity band, with 
scaffolding as needed at the 
high end of the range. 
 
Standard 10 is of increasing 
text complexity that rises 
from beginning reading to 
the college and career 
readiness level. 
Students must also show the 
ability to make fuller use of 
text by making connections 
among ideas and between 
texts, considering a wider 
range of textual evidence, 
and becoming more sensitive 
to inconsistencies, 
ambiguities, and poor 
reasoning in texts. 
Students also acquire the 
habits of reading 
independently and closely, 
which are essential to their 
future success. 

Students will 
independently 
and 
proficiently 
read and 
understand 
literature on 
grade level in 
the 4-5 text 
complexity 
band 
proficiently, 
with 
scaffolding as 
needed at the 
high end of the 
range. 

 Year 
Literature 
Stories 
Dramas 
Poetry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read 
Comprehend 

 Teachers will 
need to 
conference 
with 
students at 
the end of 
the year. 
 
 
1. Use of all 
formative 
assessment 
artifacts and 
notebooks 
utilized from 
standards 1-
9. 
 
2. 
Responding 
to the 
Essential 
Questions.  
 
3. End-Of-
Year 
Benchmark 
Test.   
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